X   Kalam's Call To The Nation

Numbers Theory in Mathematics, Herbal Medicine and Metallurgy, Rocket
Technology during the reign of Tippu Sultan. Today we see a new situation,
in which high calibre scientists and technologists enrich the economies of
USA and European countries. In India today, there are 300 million people
living below the poverty line.

Development

During these 55 years, we have been developing quite well on many
fronts. For example in the 1990s, India was 6th in the world with an improved
gross domestic product of 6.1%. Now the 10th Five year plan has envisaged
our growth to 10%. If this is achieved, per capita income doubles in 10
years. Population rate has decreased. Literacy rate has increased to 65%,
poverty levels have decreased by 26% (in Andhra Pradesh 16% only). To
improve industrial sector liberalization reforms took place in the first phase.
Now in the second^phase, agriculture is given importance. To improve, gross
national per capita income certain goals have been fixed. By 2007, only 20%
will live below the poverty line, and only 10% by 2012.

Fifth Place to First Place

India stands fifth in satellite- technology, fifth in missile technology,
fifth in nuclear technology. In other important technologies also, India stands
at the fifth place in the world. India should come out of this "fifth country"
syndrome and aim for some thing still higher. Then only the development of
the country in all sectorsjs possible.

Dr. V Kurieri s group came out of this syndrome through milk revolution,
and brought India to the first place in milk production in the world. In the
same rpanner, we have to prove ourselves in all other sectors.

India has contributed to the world in various fields.
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